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MARRIAGE: FORM AND NATURE

In these times when women are proclaiming that they want
liberation but not protection, even forms of marriage are undergoing'
change. Marriage is an important event in human life. It is sweet
and noble and represents a permanent bond. It creates scope for
an experience defying description and definition. It starts the great
journey of life when two individuals with different temperaments and
identities undertake to tread the same path together. From that very
moment they desire and cherish to move and act in unison. Marriage
presents a new life to the man and wife in all climes and countries,
whether it be in the east or west; it assumes very great importance
in the lives of the parties to the marriage. It makes the two into
one and that is its peculiarity. Not only does it herald the rise of
love and affection but it begins a life of responsibility and resolute
striving. They become one unit enthused by a spirit of duty and
act with perseverance of a very high order in the process of fulfilling
that task. The incident of marriage moulds the lives of the partners
into abodes of peace and 'Dharma1. Marriage is that social system
wherein liberty and equality flourishes and ought to coexist. Anybody
can build a house but as soon as the married couple enter the same
it is transformed into a home, said Ruskin. The following questions
arise for consideration: How can such a married life be made
pleasant and happy? What is it that differentiates the traditional
orthodox marriage from the modern marriage. Should all past be
obliterated? Is all that is old worthless and useless? What are the
particular features of reformative marriage, ideal marriage and
revolutionary marriage? At present the debate and discussion revolve
round these topics. Hence arises the need to ponder over them.

Hindu Marriage

'Kanyadanam1 (bride's father giving her away to the bride-
groom). 'Panigrahanam' {Bridegroom taking the birde's hand into his
and promissing her protection), and 'Saptapadi' (bridegroom taking
seven steps with himself in the lead) happen to be the cardinal
features of an orthodox Hindu Marriage. The seven steps mentioned
above are symbolic of the journey of life. The bridegroom calls upon
the bride to take one step each for food, strength, wealth, friendshp,